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not last. long. The physicians were unable to discover the
nature of the disorder which was again settling upon him. To-
wards the end of April, he made up his mind to try the Bath
waters, though he was told that the place would only prove
injurious to him. He was anxious to be quiet, and to lose sight
of the men who, as he well knew, were only waiting for his
death to scramble for his offices. Before he went, he twice
dragged himself to the council table, and on each occasion
spoke for no less than two hours.1 He remained at Bath for
sixteen days. At first he revived a little, but afterwards he
rapidly grew worse. His mind was troubled by the remem-
brance of the plotters in London, and he could not rest satisfied
without making one more effort to show them that he was still
alive, In this determination he was strengthened by his dislike
of what he called the suffocating sulphurous air of Bath. Sum
moning the last remains of his strength, he set out for London.
He never accomplished his journey. On May 24 he breathed
his last at the parsonage-house at Marlborough.2

When the dying statesman left Bath, his steps had been
hastened by a desire to show himself once more in London, to
the discomfiture of his rivals. Before he reached Marlborough,
all such thoughts seemed to have left him for ever. If he ex-
pressed any anxiety, it was that his children might live virtuous
and religious lives. When he spoke of himself, his words were
those of a man who had been too much occupied with the
affairs of life to know much about theological questions. What-
ever his faults were, and they were many, he had in the main
striven to do his duty to his country. Whatever may be the
truth concerning the dark intrigues with the Spanish ambas-
sador, or concerning those more private vices with which ru-
mour delighted to blacken his fame, to all appearance, at least,-
he died as one who was aware of having committed many faults,

James /., has misplaced the letters, having forgotten to alter the date
with the change in the commencement of the year.

1   Chamberlain to Carleton, March 25, Court and Times, i. 162, April
29, S. P. Ixviii. 104.

2  Chamberlain to Carleton, May 27, Court and Times > i. 168 ; Finett
to Trumbull, May 28, Winw. iii. 367.